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| .BOOKS Written by Mr. Matthew Henry, 
and Printed for and Sold by T. Parkhurſt, 


— 1 3 * 
* 


| at the Bible and Three Crowns in Cheap- 
F ſide, ear Mercers-Chappel. | 


* Diſcourſe concerning Meekneſs and Quiet- 
nes of Spirit, To which is added a Ser- 
mon, ſheu ing that the Chriſtian Religion is not a 
Sect, and yet that i: is every where ſpoken againſt, 
2 A Scripture Catechiſm in the Method of the 
Aſſemblies. F | 
3. A plain Catechiſm for Children: To which is 
added, another for the Inftruttion of thoſe that are 
to be admitted to the Lord's Supper. 
4. An Account of the Life and Death of Mr Philip 
Henry, Miniſter of the Goſpel, near Whitchurch in k 
Shropſhire, with Dr. Bates's Dedication, 
5. A Sermon concerning Family Duties, 
6. A Sermon concerning Right Management of 
Friendly Viũts. Publiſhed at the Requeſt of many . 
that heard it preach'd in London, April 14. 1704. of 
7. Four Diſcourſes againſt Vice and Immorality. / 
viz. 1. Againſt Drunkenneſs. 2. Againft Unclean- 
' | neſs. 3. Againſt Sabbath-Breaking, 4. Againſt 
$ prophane Speaking, 
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| F 8. Ib Communicant's Companion: Or, Inſtructions 
{ and Helps for the Right Receiving of the Lord's 
Supper. The Second Edition Corrected. 
ADVERTISEMENT. _ 
| 1 oe now in hee ang Xill Sores 
| 1 publiſhed, 4 Expoſition with Praitical 0bſer- 
. vations on the Five Books of Moſes. By the fame 
\ Author. | . 
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Preach'd at the 


FUNERAL 

Of the Reverend wy 

Mr. FAMES OVEN, 

A Miniſter of the Goſpel in 
Shremsbury. 
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April the 11th. 1706. 


By MATTHEW HENRY, Mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel in Cheſter. 
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LONDON, Printed forThomaiGiittineBook- 
ſeller in Shrewsbury, and ſold by T. Park- 
burſt at the Hible and Three Crown's in 
Che ap-ſide, and W. Boulter at the Angel 

and Bible in the Poultry. 
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ad 20. 37, 38. 


2 they all wept fore, and fell on Paub⸗ 
Neck, and kiſſed him :  Sorrowing moſt 
of all for the M. wy which he ſpake, 
that wy ſnouls 12 mh Face no more. 


q 4 V 2 Text 18 Ay 3 Dating of 
= | the folemn-Farewel, which 

: | Was intetctizng d between dt. 
Bhs Pas! and the Elders of Epheſus; and 
] | you ſte upon the Reading of it, that 1 
I it was a very mowrnful' Fare wel; nb \ 
2 improperdubject, therefore, for a mur 1 
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A Funeral Sermon. 


ful Funeral; ſuch a one as we have 


now been attending: For what are 
Funerals but our Farewels to our Friends, 
and this Farewel in the Text being 
pronounc'd by the Spirit of Prophecy 
a final Farewel, it was 4 ſort of Fu- 
neral. 
And there is one Circumſtance of ' 
the Story, which makes the Reſem- | 


blance the more lively and affecting ; | 


Tis that which is added v. 38. that 


they accompanied him unto his Ship. For, 


methinks, when we follow the Re- 


mains of our Deceaſed Friends, who 
we truſt; ſleep in Jeſus, to the Grave, 


and lodge, and leave them in that 
cloſe and dark Cabin, we do in effect 


the ſame; we accompany them to their 


Ship, ſo I would rather call it, than 


their Priſons, tor the Body tho? cunſin d 
to it for a time, is to peſs through it 


to its Glory. Let us, therefore, ſay 
concerning thoſe,whoſe Earth we have 


committed to the Earth, iz hope of 4 


Reſurrection to, Eternal Life, that we 
have put them on Shi 


= 


ard, not to 


be toſled with Tempeſts, for there the 
weary are at reſt; but rather to be be- 
4 calm 
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VE? calm'd and wind- bound a while, . till the g 
he Embargo ſhall be taken off in the Re- 
belt 


of we ſbut them «p in ſuch a Ship, ar 
m * God ſhut up Noah in, not ſo much for | 
S » | Paſſage as for Preſervation ; in which k 
_ they ſhall be ſafe from the Waters of | 
i » | the Flood, and kept ſecret till the ap- 
. pointed Time comes for God to remem- Job 14: | 
no ber them, as he remember'd Noah; and Gen. .. 
. then they ſhall be brought out with Foy, 4 
NY and led forth with ſinging into a New 
ue World. 8 
oy How. doth this alter the Property 
* of Death and the Grave! Let the 
, Thought of it therefore give us quite 
c another Proſpect of them, than that, 
2y | which we are apt to amuſe our ſelves 
Ve] with. The ſanctified Soul after it is 
4 | deliver'd from the Burthen of the Fleſh, 
3 x goes immediately 70 Joy and Felicity, 
he under a Conyoy of Bleſſed Angels; 
2 and the deſerted Body too is taken 
een n ar n very good. 

2 otrom, 


ſurrection, and then like the Ship into 7,4, 6.21, 
which Chriſt was willingly receiv/d, it 
! ſhall immediately land its Paſſengers in 


the deſired Harbor of endleſs Bliſs 
and Joy. Or, we will ſuppoſe, that 
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Bottom, under the Protection of a Co- 
venant with the Luſt, which ſhall be 
. remember*d ; So that it is ſure not to 
be loſt, tis Duſt which ſhall never be 
the Serpent's Meat, but ſhall without fail 
meet its Soul again in due time, in 
the better Countij, that is, the Heavenl)j; 
to be ſeperated no more for ever. 

In the Account here given of this 
ſolemn. Farewel, it is Obſer vable, that 
St. Paul took leave of his Friends with 
Prayers, and they of him with Tears. 


Prayers and Tears are not only the 


Churches Artillery, with which her 
Enemies, as there is occaſion, are :- 
tacſd, and repuls'd. But they are like- 
wiſe a part of the Churches Treaſure, 
with Which her Friends are izrich'4 
and entertain d. | 

1: St. Paul, as became him, took 
leave of them with Prayer; ſo he con- 
cluded his Farewel Sermon, v. 36. 
mhen he had thus ſpoken, with the ut- 
moſt Expreſſions of Reverence and 
Fervency, he Kyeeled down and prayed 
with them all ; knowing, that what 
he had ſaid to them would not edify 
them , a5 he tlefir'd, without the 8 
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of God, working by it, he thus im- 
plor'd that Grace. Being to leave 
them, in return for all their Reſpects 
to him and his Miniſtry, he thus left 
his Bleſſing behind him, and a, Pro- Mer. 15. 
phet'sPrayers will at any time amount * 
to a Prophet's Reward, He had told 
them v. 32. he commended them to Jod, 
which he did effectually by this ſo- 
lemn Prayer. If he mult leave them, 
he will leave them in the beſt Hands, 
and engage his Gracious Preſence with 
them, who has promis'd ever to leave, 
nor for/ake thofe "thad truit in him. 
Our Lord Jeſus, concluded his Farewel 
to his Diſciples with a Prayer for them, 
Joh. 17. 1. and at laſt was parted from 
them as he bleſſed them. | 

Many a Prayer St. Paul had put up 
for thote Ephiſi uus, which he gives Ek 24. 
them a Specimen of once and again in ** 
his Epiſtle to them; nor would he after 
his Departure from them, ceaſe t pray 
for them; This is one way, by which 
the Communion of Saints is kept up x 


5 


. . 'M 
in their pteſent Diſperſion ; But ths 15, 3, . 


Prayer he pray'd with them, partly 
for their Inſtruction, and the rivetiug: 
55 "WF of 
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Epiſtles to the Churches he tells them 
particularly, what it was that he ask*d 


of God for them, that they might Hen 
to Anſwer the Intention of his Pray- 


ers, as well as of his Preaching and 
Writing : And partly for the allevia- 
ting of their Griefs, which in this 
Prayer he pour'd out before the Lord, 
and that afterwards,they might reflect 


with ſome Comfort and Satisfaction, 


upon this part at leaſt of the fad So- 
lemnity. 

Tis good for Friends to part with 
Prayer, the rather becauſe when we 
part we are not ſure that ęver we ſhall 


meet together again; But here we 


may ſuppoſe, the Nuty was perform'd 
with the more Affection, and Warmth 
of Devotion, becauſe they tem, it was 
to be the /aft Prayer, that Bleſſed Paul 
was to pray with them; and tis very 
fit that at Death we ſhould rake leave 
of our Friends with Prayer, becauſe 
then we are to rake leave of Prayer it 


| ſelf; Farewel Prayer, and welcome 


Praiſe, everlaſting Praiſe. 


2· They ; 
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of the things he had faid to them in 
their Minds; for which reaſon in his 
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2. They, as became them, took leave 


ef him with Tears. (1.) They wept at 
Prayer, and it was a ver 


proper Ex- 
preſſion of their pious Importunity ; 


Jacob commenc'd Iſael, a Prince with 


God, then when he wept and made ſup- 
plication : And our Lord Jeſus him- 

ſelf in the days of his Fleſh, offered up his 
Prayers with ſtrong crying and Tears; 9-124. 
tho* he had no Sin to lament in 
Prayer, as we have.---- (2.) They wept 
at Parting with fo good a Friend. 
Paul had in this Diſcourſe with them, 
more than once mtimated, how often 
he had wept over them, ſuch was his 
tender Affection to them, and heart 
concern for their Welfare; He had 


ſer ved the Lord among them with many 


Tears, v. 19. and had ward them Night 
42 Day with Tears. v. 31. And now 
in a juſt and grateful Return for his 
Love, they weep over him : For he that 
watereth ſhall be watere i alſo himſelf. 


Tr.11.25- 


Let us Obſerve on this ſad Occaſion, 


1. Who the Mourners were. They. 
were the Elders or Presbyters of the 
| B 4 Church 
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Church of Epheſus, whom Paul tent ior 
to attend him at Miletus. v. 17. It 
appears by the Scope of the foregoing 
Diſcourſe, that St. Pau! now in the 
clear Foreſight, and actual Conſidera- 


tion, both of hi own Death, and of 


the Riſe of Hereſies and Sects there- 
upon, was deliberately and folemnly 
committing the Conduct and Govern- 
ment of the renowned Church of E- 
pheſus to the Presbyters, or Presbyter, of 
that Church, for a Pattern to other 
Churches ; plainly telling all theſe E/- 


* 5 * ; 
77-4 ders, and not any one more than the 


14, », 28. 


29 E. Overſeers, or Biſhops of that Church, 
7/7Tv;, and that therefore, it was incumbent 
upon them to feed it; z. e. not only 

to teach; but to rule it, committing the 
Diſcipline, as well as the Doctrine of 

Chriſt to their Miniſtration ; without 

the leaſt intimation of his doing it only 

pro tempore, and with a purpoſe to alter 

the Conititution afterwards: Accor- 
dingly, he Charges them with the ut- 

moſt Diligence and Application of 

Mind, to tet about the Diſcharge of 
this great Office, v 28. Take heed 20 
8 1 your 


reſt, that the Holy Ghoſt had made them 


1 6 your five? and to all the Flock : and 
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plainly intimates, that they mult not 


1 any longer expect the Perſonal. Reſi- 
2 dence, either ot himſelf as, an Apoſtle, 
or of Timothy as an Evangeliſt among 


them, nor depend upon them for an 


further particular Direction in the At- 
fairs of their Church; but under Chriſt, - -. 


and in his Strength take the Wot k into 
their own Hands, and manage it ac- 
cording to the Rules they had already 
received ; take heed to your ſelves. As the 


Eagle ſtirreth up ber Neſt, fluttering Deut. 32. 
11. 


over her Toung , ſpreadeth abroad her 
wings, taketh them, and beareth them on 
her wings ; to teachthem to fly, as ſoon 
as ſhe perceives they are fledg'd, fo 
doth St. Paul here by theſe Elders, 


putting ſome of his Honour and Spirit Num. 11. 


upon them, and exciting them now. 1. 


to do that themſelves, which hitherto 
Himſelf or Timothy had done for them; 2 Tim. 4. 
and to make full proof of their Miniſtry, 5 
as hitherto they had under their Di- 
rection made good proof of it. 

Now tho' this Was a great Advance- 
ment to theſe Elders, thus to come of 
Age, and to be no longer under To: : 
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and Governors; yet ey were ſo far 
from being pleas'd, or puff'd up with 


the Honour, that they fell 2 weeping at 


the Thought of it; that they ſhould 
never again have Paul to preſide a- 
mong them, and direct them. Thus 


the Diſciples of Chriſt, tho? he told 


them when he parted with them, that 


greater works than he did ſhould they © 
do, yet ſorrow filld their Hearts, be- 

6 they ſhould want the Advantage 
of his Bodily Preſence. Thoſe knew | 


cau 


not their own Weakneſs, and the Peril 
that attends the Poſts of Honor, who 
are Ambitious to ſtand in the Front, 


and lead the Van, to carry the Stan- 


dard, or give the word of Command 
among the Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Since it is ſo difficult to rule well, it 
18 7 85 deſireable rather to be well 
ruf | 
But tho? the Presbyters or Miniſters 
only, are mention'd, as attending Paul 
at Miletus, yet it is probable as ſome 
of the People were with them, to pay 
their reſpects to that great Apoltle ; 
for we find at another place, ſoon after 
this, chat he was thus brought on his 
- journey 
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Journey after a godly ſort, and accom- 
panied to the Ship, by all the Diſciples 1 
with their Wives and Children, Chap.“ * 
21. 5. 


at 
1d 
ns 2. Obſerve, How they Expreſs'd 
d their Sorrow, we read of nothing they 
at ſaid on this occaſion; But 
be. (..) They all wept fore, There was an 
i | abundant weeping of them all; ſo the 
„ Phraſe is, perhaps in alluſion to that iwvis 
eril ſaying of che Canaanites, concerning gparero | 
p XA uy (ws 
ho the Lamentation that was made at Arme, 
nt Jacobs Funeral, T his 10 4 grievous mourn- Gen. 50. 
ing to the Egyptians, Twas not one 
ing or two of them, whoſe Spirits were 
riſt. more tender than the reſt, that could not 
* forbear weeping on this occaſion, bur 
ol} they all wept ; There was not one dry 
Eye among them. Nor were they 
ters | Women and Children, who mourun'd 
D1ul thus paſhonately, but the Elders of the 
dme Church, who did not think it any 
Diminution to their Gravity or Digni- 
He: ty, in this way to give vent to their 
gi Sorrows, * 8 


er ney Our 
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Our Lord Jetus was of: in Jeans, 


Joh. * particularly at the Grave of his Friend 
3 . 


Lazarus; And it's probable, his fre- 


* weeping, was that, which made 
thoſe, who fancied him to be oe of the | 
Prophets riſen from the dead, to con- 


Mat. 16. Clude, that certainly he was Jeremias 

14. the weeping - Prophet. Our way lies 
through a Vale of Tears, and it be- 
comes us to conform to the Climate : Þ 
Bleſſed are they that mourn, that ſom in 


Tears. 


2. They fell on Paul's neck, and kiſſed | 


him; ſignifying hereby, how dear he 
was to them, and how loath the 

were to part with him. They one 
him in their Arms, and laid him in 
their Boſoms, to ſhew how near he 
lay to their Hearts, and that he was 


Gen. 46. to them as their own Souls. Thus they 


29. 


embrac'd at parting, as Jacob and Jo- 


ſeph did at meeting, with all the At- 


fection that can be ſuppos'd, between 


the tendereſt Father and the deareſt 


Children. Could they have detain'd 
him in the Cords of Love, and with 
thoſe powerful Bands conſtrain'd his 
Stay, he had not left them: But there's 
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rs, no Remedy, he muſt go; He loves 
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them well, and would gladly abide 


with them, but he loves his Maſter 
better, and muſt preach up his Kyng- 


make it aprons tis with the utmoſt 
Regret and Reluctancy imaginable, 
that they bid him Faremell; Their Lite 
they think bound up in his. | 

See here one Fruit of the Goſpel of 
Chritt, as far as it took Poſſeſſion of 
Mens Hearts, it not only flew all Eumi- 
ties, but ſtrengthen'd all Endearments, 
It the Followers of Chriſt, ſhew'd 
themſelves thus mutually kind upon 
all Occaſions, well might they ſay a- 
mong the Heathen, See how _ Chriſti- 
ans love one another: And by this jy, 13. 
would all Men know, that they were 35. 
the Diſciples of him who loved us firſt. 
O that this Fruit might revive, might 
remain How happy. is it, where there 
is ſuch ſincere and flaming Affection 
as this between People and Miniſters, 
between Chriſtians among themſelves, 
and Miniſters like: viſe one to another, 
for where Love thus reigns, the God 
of Love no doubt dommands the Bleſ p 
ing, even Life for evermore. 3. 00 - * 
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3. Obſerve, what was the Matter of 
their Sorrow, *twas chiefly this, be- 
cauſe he had ſaid, and had ſaid it with 
an obſervable Air of Aſſurance, v. 25. 
that they ſhould ſee his Face uo more; 
which bid them to think that he was 
now ready to be offer'd, and that the 
time of his Departure was at hand, and 
for this ſorrow filled their Heart, He 
could himſelf finiſh his Courſe with Foy, 
L. 24. twas a pleaſure to him to think | 
of it, but to them nothing could be 
mention'd more painful; This put him 
into a Dilemma between Lite and 
Death, Phil. 1. 22. The Joy and Gain 
ſet before him made Death I e 
and yet the Grief and Loſs he ſhould 
leave behind him, made him with a 
noble ſelf-denial, willing to live, 

Let whether he was to dye quickly, 
or live a good while longer, he doth 
not inform them, only that they for 
their parts ſhould ſee his Face no more; 
This was the Word which was as a 
Sword in their Bones. We have no rea- 
ſon to think, that St. Paul had any 
thing charming in his Face above o- 
ther Men, it did not ſbine as the york 
i | | 0 


6—— 


— — 


Funeral Sermon. 


of Moſes did; but on the contrary, we 


know that his BodilyPreſence was weak 
and an; and 'tis probable, his 
Viſage, like his Maſter's, was marr'd more 
than any Man's, furrow*d- with Tears 
and Toils; But twas not the Shew of 
his Countenance that they look'd at; 
they therefore lov'd to ſee his Face, be- 
cauſe then they were ſure to hear his 
Voice, and the Voice of Chriſt ſpeak- 


king in him; then they were ſure to 


have ſome ſpiritual Gift or other im- 
parted to them, for their Inſtruction 
and Edification ; But now they mult 
never expect that Priviledge again. 
Tis true, after this they might hope to 
hear from him by Letter, and did do 
ſo, and. his very Enemies own'd that 


— 
2 


Rom. 1. 


11. 


his Letters were weighty and powerful; Rev. 1.12 


They had likewiſe his other Epiſtles 
to the Churches, beſides that to them- 
ſelves, to conſult, and converſe with, 
yet it troubles them to think that they 


{hall never ſee him in the Pulpit, never 


hear him Preach any more; And tho? 
that which is written remazns, yet that 


which is deliver'd viva voce Is more 


likely to ect; and we cannot, but 


deſire, 
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deſire with St. John, if it may be, to] 


Rev. 1. 12 (oe the Voice that ſpeaks to us. 


Mat. 26. 
22. 


4 


But why ſhould they ſorrow mo# 9 


all, for this word, that they ſhould ce 
his Face no more? There was another 
thing which he had ſaid, for which, 
in my Mind, they had more reaſorr to 
be /orrowful, than for this; For he had 
told them, v.29. that after his Departure 
grievous Wolves ſhould enter in among 
them; Nay, that ſome of themſelves , it 


ſhould ſeem, he means ſome of theſe 
very Men he was now ſpeaking to, 
ſhould ariſe and Preach perverſe things, 
to draw away the Diſciples after them, 
v. 30. For this, methinks, they ſhould 
have ſorrow'd moft of all, as the Diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt did, who are ſaid to 


have been exceeding ſorrowful , when 


their Maſter told them that oze o 
them ſhould betray him. But the Trut 

is, the Things of Senſe make deepeſt 
impreſſions upon us, and affect us 
moſt; we grieve for Sin leſs than we 
ought, and for Trouble more. Or, we 
may ſuppoſe, that therefore they thus 
lamented Paul's Departure from them, 


becauſe this would be the ſad Conſe- 


quence 


* 
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quence of it, which they hoped might 
have been happily prevented; if he could 


but have tarried with them. 
However, that it griev'd them thus 


to part with him, was both his Honor, 


and their Praiſe, | 

1. It was his Honor, Twas a ſign à Chr. 24. 
he liv'd in Eſteem among them, as one, 16. 
that did good itt Epheſus, (as 3 
had done in I/rael, that he went 
away attended with ſo many unfor- 
ced, undiſſembled Tears. 

It is a Mark of Difgrace to depart 2 Chr. at. 
without being deſir d, and as an Evi- Jer. 
dence of that without ben lamented, 
none to ſay, Ah Lord, or, Ah his Glory. 
But a Branch of Honor to be: wept 
over, as Joſiah was, and diſthifs'd with 
the genuine and unbribed Lamenta- 
tions of thoſe, that are wiſe and good. 

"Tis true, there have been thoſe, 
that have Triumph'd in the Fall of 
the Worthiefl and Beſt of Men; when 
Chriſt's :wa MWireſſes are conquer d and 

zin, the Inhabitants of he Rerth wil TO; 

nn enn > ev. 11s 
rejoyce in it, and make merry; Their 10. 
Lives were their Torment, and there- 
tore their Deaths are their Joy; They 


CG that. 


% 
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that took away their Lives, caſt out 
their Names as evil, that they might 
make the World believe, 1 had 
5 done God, and their ountry good 
© Service. (And probably, the ny hty 
Fl: ' Induftry bf the Perſecutors, to blem- 
v3 iſh the Memory. of the Martyrs a 
KE | might give occaſion to their ſurvi- 
ving Friends, ſo much the more to 
magnit) them, and pay, the greater 
BY Reſpetts to their Naines; even ſuch 
1 as in ter- Ads degenerated (as good 
things are apt to do) into Superſtſtion. 
But the Removal of Verruous and 
Uſeful Men; tho? it may be the Sport 
and Joy of Profaneſs, and. Bigotry, 
will be the Grief. of all Wiſdom's 
Acts 8.2, Children; Tho Stephen was caſt out 
of the City and fon d, in a popular 
umult, as one not fit to live, yet 
there. were found e Men, (hs, 
it ſhould: ſeem were, not as yet Pro- 
feſſed Chriſtians, but Proſel tes 5 the 
„ hearty well-wiſhets to Re igion 
5 J) and thoſe carried S tephen 
is Grave, and made great Launen. 
E over him. On 


1 
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St. Paul, for his part, was loaded as 
much as any Man with Diigrace aud 2 Sam. 5. 
Ignominy , wherever he went, and -. 
yet there were thoſe of whom he was 
vad in Honor. Thus did he pals by 
evil report and good report; fume hated 
and vilified him, others lov'd and 
magnified him: Let none, therefore, 
be deter'd from Religion and Godli- 
neſs by the Contempt put upon them; 

If they have their Reproach, they 
have their Praiſe: Set the one there- [| 
fore over againſt the other; Ballance fl 
the Diſhonor with the Honor, and 1 
ſee the Advantage unſpeakably on i 
Religion's ſide; tor the Reproach. is Hi 
grounaleſs, and trifling, may be eaſily df 
diſpigd , and will quickly be 'roled i 
away, but the Honor is juſt, and real, 
and weig lit), and will laſt ro Eternity. 
2. It was their Praiſe. It is upon 
Record to the Commendation of theſe 
Elders, that they thus lamented St. Ws 
Paul's Removal from them; TwWas 
a ſign they lov'd him, and valu'd 
him, and had been edified by their 
Cooverſation with him; A ſign they 
- | Judg'd of Perſons and Things not by 
1780-1 C2 out- 
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outward Appearance, or according | 


to the corrupt but common Sentiment | 
of a vain and inconfiderate World | 
that ſits in Darkneſs ; But that they | 
were govern'd by their believing Re- 
gards to an Eternal God, an Immor- 
tal Soul, and an Everlaſting State; 
for the fake of which, they had this 
mighty Affection and Eſteem for Bleſ- 


Pſa. 15.4. ſed Paul. A Citizen of Zjoz honors 


Dog. 


all his Fellow-Citizens, but the Prieſts, 
and the Nazarites, thoſe precious Sons 
of Zion are counted worthy of double 
Honor, ſuch was the Honor thoſe 
Elders here generouſly and gratefully 
did to Paul. 

We will, therefore, take it for grant- 
ed, that theſe Tears were truly Pearls; 
Pearls of great Price, and that ix them 
part of it juſt Debt was paid to St. 
Paul, now at his going away; and 
ſo we ma 

Obſerve, That the Removal of à good 
Miniſter from us, is a thing to be great- 
ly lamented by us. Our Parting with 
a faithful Miniſter, cannot but be, if 
we confider it aright, a very ſorrow- 
ful Parting. SMT TOS! 

00 I have 
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more pertinent to my purpoſe than 
this; I wiſh I were able to improve 
the fair occaſion it gives me, to ac- 
count for the Juſtice of your Tears, 
and to Direct them into the right 
Channel; to affect you with the Pro- 
vidence you are under, and yet to re- 
concile you in it, and fatisfy you in 


the Will of God. 


* bd 
— — — 


I have already ſeen ſo many of the 

Tears of this Congregation upon this 
ad occaſion, that I could not think 
of any Subject more ſuitable, nor 


Had your aged Paſtor's Voice {that rue 5 
leaſt conſiderable of the Qualifications Mr. Tu. 


of a Miniſter) been but as good as 
his Head and Heart, now in his ad- 
vanced Years, and likely to have 
reaclyd this great Aſſembly, the work 
had been at this time in much better 
Hands then mine; But after all our 
Endeavours, the Beſt part of the Work, 
even the ſanctify ing of this fad event 
to the Spiritual Benefit of every onc 
of you, and the furtherance of the 


lents now 
in the 87, 
Year of 

his Age | 


and a 


conſtant 
Preacher 


Life of your Souls by the Death of 


your Miniſter, muſt by Faith and 
Prayer, be humbly left to a 


C3 Hand 


better 
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Hand chan ay of ours; even to that 
ot the Bleiied Spirit, who worbeth all | 
74 all. | 76 1 
Tears for the Dead carry with them | 
their own Juſtification ; when the 

Body is ſown in Corruption tis fit it 
{huuld be water'd; we are allow'd ta | 
1orrow even tor thoſe, that we have 

1 Theſ.4. rea ſon to hope ſleep 12 Jeſus; and are 


| "PIs only caur;owd got to ſorrow as thoſe 

q "es that have ud hope. The Houle where 
uf PDcaath is, is ſuppos'd to be a Houſe of 
by Mourning, and many a good Leſſon 
4 the Man of Wiſdom will learn there. 
| {| But tis a particular Cale we are 
$4 now ro ſpeak ot, and to our Grief | 
18 tisa Caſeuin Faith, tis that of a Dead 
' : Miniſter, whom we have ſpecial Rea- 
* ſon to weep over; And 0% that our 
14 Heads were I aters, and our Eyes Foun: 
_ _— tains of Tears for this purpoſe | Mour- 


a ning tor the Dead, even for a Prieſt 
when he dy*d, by the Law of Moſes 
Lev. 21. contracted a Coremonial Pallution ; 
Becauſe that Law could not take away 

Sin, which is the ſting of Death, ſo 

that that Mourning was then attended 

with a Conſcience of Guilt unre- 

| L mov'd; 


———— 


— _— 


2 


mov'd; But the Goſpel of Chriſt ha- 
ving aboliſbed Death, and alter'd tlie 
Property of it, and ſo enabled us to 
Triumph over it; our ſorrow for the 
Dead is now fo far from defiling us, 
that if it be duly improv'd, it may, by 
the Grace of God, become a happy 
means of our cleanſing; God grant 
our's may be ſo upon this occafion | 
I ſhall endeavour briefly to ſhæw (1) 
Who it is, vhoſe Removal is to be thus 
lamented; and (2) Who they are, 
from whom it is juſtly expected, that 
they Lament it; hind: both from the 
Text and Context, as God ſhall en- 
able me. - 

Firſt, 1 ſay, It is 4 good Miniſter, 
whoſe Removal 1s to be thus lamen- 
ted. Shall I give you 1n ſhort, the 


Character of ſuch a good Miniſter, as 1 Tim <. 


is worthy of this Double Honor ? Honor . 


while he lives, and Honor when he's 
gone. You here have loſt one, that 


of his #anding , was juſtly number'd 


among the "rf three, for Eminent 
Gifts and Attainments, and a Capa- 
city of ſerving Chriſt and his Church 


with them; But thanks be to God, a 


"G4 Man 
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Man may come far ſhort of him, and 
yet be found, a good, and able Miniſter 
of the New Teſtament ; and nat to be 
parted with, without ſorrow. We 
will therefore, draw the Portraiture of 
this good Minſter by his Intereſt and 
Fidelity, not by his Learning, or the 
Arts, and Languages he is Maſter of; 
and we will borrow it from the Teſti- 
mony of St. Paul's Conſcience here, 
in the preceding Diſcourſe concernin 
himſelf; 5 f he 2 not intend 
to magnify himſelf as ſome great one, 
but 77 1% himſelf . his 
Accuſers, as one that had Obtaized 
mercy of the Lord to be re 
And here let me premiſe, (and yęt, 

I hope, we are in this matter ſo mani- 
feſt in your Conſciences, that I need 
not mention it) that we abhor the 
Thought of drawing into the Cha- 
racter of à good Miniſter, his being in 
every thing of our mind, Far be it, 
far be it from us, to monopliæe Chriſti- 
anity or the Miniſtry, and confine 
either, within the Pale of our own 
articular Opinion, in things that con- 
fern not the Vfrals and Eſſentials of 
1 Religion, 
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Religion. We are noc here tecking 


to advance the Reputation of a Party's 


nor appropriating the Good Chara 

ers to thoſe of our own Denomina- 
tion, no, we take all occaſions to pro- 
teſt againſt it, and while we Walk 
according to what we have attain'd, 
endeavouring therein to approve our 
ſelves to God in our Integrity, we 
Charitably believe that _—_— do ſo 
too; And therefore we heartily love 


and honor good Men, and good Mi- 


niſters: However in the leſs weighty 
Matters of the Law, we differ trom 
them in Sentiment and Apprehenſion, 


and Practiſe accordingly ; and we 


highly value all that 64 
with us, We have a ſpiritual Com- 
munion with them in Faith, Hope, 
and holy Love, we pray for their Suc- 
cels, we rejoyce in their Uſefulneſs, 
we would be Helpers together with 
them, endeavouring as we are able to 


promote the Common Intereſts. of 


Chriſt's Kingdom, and the Common 
Salvation of precious Souls ; we de- 
fire their Lives, we Lament their 


Deatlis; 


ſt out Devils Luk. 9. 49, 
in Chriſt's Name, tho? they follow not 50. 


Jude 3. 


25 
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Deaths; God torbid we ſhould do o- 
therwiſe, for without doubt, The 
Ringdom of God is not meat and arink, 
but Righteouſneſs and Peace, an1 Toy in 
* 4. The Holy Ghoſt, And he that in theſe 
things ſerveth Chriſt, s acceptable to 

God, and ſhould be approved of us. 
Who then is that good Miniſter, 
whole Removal is to be thus Lament- 
ed by us. EO eng 
1. He is one, who having entirely de- 
voted himſelf to the Glory and Honor 
of God, makes it his Buſineſs to ſerve 
him. Thus St. Paul was among the 
v. 1). Apheſians, Serving the Lord with all Hu- 
| milit) of mind, and with many Tears.” 
-* You call us your Miniſters, and we are 
very willing to be fo calld, for we 
are your Servants for Jeſus ſake; but 
:Cor.4.5. We rather look upon our ſelves, as 
Miniſters of God to you for good; 
Chriſt is our Maſter, and he is a good 
Miniſter, that ſeeks his Maſter's Favor, 
conſults his Maſter's Intereſt, and 
makes it his Buſineſs to do his Maſter's. 
Will and Work. | | | 
Nothing is more Eſſentially neceſ- 
{ary to the making a Man a * 
4 ö than 
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than Self-Dedication to the Glory of 

God, nor doth any thing go further 

| to denominate a Man a good Miniſter, 

than to Ac in purſuance of that Self- 

Dedication, by a diligent and ſerious 

% | Attendance upon Gad in all Inſtances 
of Devotion, and a wiſe, faichſul, 

„ and zealous Activity for him, and for 

t- | the Intereits of his Kingdom; ſtudy- 

ing by all means poſſible, to do good 

„to the Souls of Men, and to advance 

„ Religion in the Power of it. He that 

ee thus waits on his Maſter, (by waiting Ages 

e on his Miniſtry,) ſhall be honor d. | 

8 He is a good Miniſter, that ſeeks not joy. 3 50. 

„ is own (ilor), but bis that ſent him; that Rom. 16. 

re ſerves not his own Belly, but the Lords. 

ve Chriſt; that aims not at the Applauſe 

at of his Fellow Servants, but at his 

as | Maiter's Acceptance; for if we pleaſe Gal i. 10, 

1. | ex otherwiſe than tor their Edifica- 

vt tion, we are not the Servants of Chriſt. 

r, He is a faithful Friend of the Bride- 

1d groom, that ſeeks the Bridegroom's 

-2; | Honor, and doth all he can, to engage 
Peoples Affections for him, that lie 

eſ. alone may be Exalted. Let us be 

r, nothing, ſo that Chriſt may be 40 

an in all, 3 St. Paul 
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St. Paul was a great Scholar, and | 

a chief Speaker, yet he reflects with 

more Comfort and Satisfaction, upon 

the Humility of mind, and the many | 
Tears, with which he had ſerved the 

Lord; than upon the ſtrength of his | 
Reaſonings, and the Eloquence of his 
Diſcourſes, with which he had ſerved 

him. He is a good Miniſter, and doth | 
good ſervice to Chriſt and his Church, 
that's humble and affettionare in the 
5 —— Miniſtry, tho' he 5 not 
excel in Gifts. Kyowledge puffeth up. 
1 Cor. S. 1 %% f Charity ediffeth. - : 1 
2 He is one who faithfully Preacheth 


the Ge 2 Chriſt. Thus St. 
Paul, tho' born at Tarſus, a Gentile 
Academy, bred up at the Feet of Ga- 
maliel, a Jewiſh Rabbi, yet in his 
Preaching ſet aſide all his Learning, 

| and teſtified the Goſpel of the Grace of 
v. 24, God; preſs'd both upon Jews and 
Gentiles nothing elſe but Kepentarce 
towards God, and Faith towards our 

„ .1 Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Goſpel Grace and 
| Goſpel Duty, were the Subjects he 
dwelt upon at all Seafons, both pub- 
lickly, and from houſe to houſe; of theſe 

N ) of he 
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nd he kept back nothing, with theſe he 
ith mingled nothing, Miniſtring the (of- . 
pel both pare, and entire. 
7 And he is indeed a Good Miniſter, 
thar makes the Goſpel his Oracle, the 
Goſpel his Touchſtone, the Goſpel 
his Treaſury, and Store-houſe, out of 
which he furniſbeth himſelf for every 
good Word and Work. Who dares not 

Preach another Goſpel, nor corrupt this; , Cor. 9. 

knowing 'tis only a Deſpenſation that 17. 
is committed to him, for which he is 
accountable; who delights not in 
Preaching any thing but the Goſpel, 
knowing nothing ſo entertaining, no- 
thing ſo edifyize, as that great Sum- 
mary of the Goſpel, Jeſus Chriſt, and :Cor.2.2 
him Crucified. 
He is a good Mini ſter, who fills not 
your Heads with aiery Notions, nor 
troubles your Minds with Matters of 
doubt ful Diſput ation, that affe&ts not 
to gratify a vain Fancy with fine Spe- 
culations, or an itching Ear with the 
enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom; but 
aims by the Plaineſs and Simplicity 
of the Goſpel, to win your Hearts to 
the Faith and Love of Jeſus 7 
2117 
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Thil. 2. 20. 


v. 31. 


We Preach not our ſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus 
the Lord. 

3. He is one who aturally cares for 
the State of precious Souls, Concerning 
this, St. Paal here appeals to the El- 
ders of Epheſus , that he ceaſed not to 
warn every one Mig hit and Day with Tears. 


His Care was Extenſive, he had an 
Eye to every one under his charge, high 
and low, rich and poor, to thoſe that 


1 Cor, 10. 
23. 


were lis Griet, as well as to thoſe that 
were his Crown ; It was conftant, he 
never ceaſed Night or Day, but fill'd up 
all his Jime both of Buſineſs and 
Converſation,with that which tended 
to their, Edification ; And it was very 


affettioaate, He warn'd with Tears of 


Love, and tenderneſs, and holy Fear, leſt 
they ſhould come ſhort, and miſcarry 
at laſt. Thus zealous was Bleſſed Paul, 
tor the, Edification of the Body of 
Chriſt, ot ſeeking his own Profit, or ſe- 
cular Advantage, but the Profit of 
Many, and their ſpiritual Advantage, 
that they might be ſaved; for that was 
it, his Heart was upon. 


And he is a good Miniſter, that has 


a tender and compaſſionate Love for 
| the 
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the Souls ot Men, trembles at the 
s 1 houghr 95 their Eternal-Ruin, and 
earneſtly deſires their Eternal welfare; 
tor the ſecuring of which, he would 
gladly- ſpend and be ſpent ; who ſtudies 2 Cor.1z, 
to find out acceptable Words, by them 
to Teach the People Rnomledge, who in Wet 
his Preaching and Convyerſe, aims and I OE 
endeavours to make theſe with whom 
he has to do, ſome way or other wiſer 
and better; who even travel's in 
Birth again, as it were with labouring 
Pangs ro ſee Chrit formed in them ; the Gal. 4.19. 
top of whole. Ambition it is, to be 
ſome way inſtrumental for the Con- 
viction and Converſion of Sinners, 
and the Building up of Saints in Ho- 
I linefs and Comfort; humbly ſubſcri- 
bing to St. Paul's Proteſtation, we do, Cor. 12, 
| all things, azarly beloved, for your E- 19. 
= ECO EET SCH. 
| "+ He is one, vl by the Grace of God, 
Lives in ſore meaſure above. this. preſent 
World. This was St. Paul's Rejoycing 
bere; even the Teſtimony of his: Con- 
ſcience, concerning the Lemper of hs 
Mind, I have copered no Man's: Sever, v. 32. 
eld, or, Apparel; he never. deſir d 
f tit * tO 
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v. 34. 
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to be as rich, and look as great as his 
Neighbour ; he was perfectly dead to 
worldly Greatneſs and Gaiety ; he had 
likewile the Teſtimony of his Friends, 
concerning the Courſe of his Life; they 
knew very well, he was ſo far from 
aiming to get Wealth, that he labour'd 
in an Fon Calling to get Bread, ra- 
ther than be burthenſome to them, to 
the Prejudice of his Miniſtry ; you your 


ſelves know, that theſe Hands have mi- 


niſtred to my Neceſſities, and not to mine 
only, but ro zheir's that were with me. 
In his whole Converſation, he diſco- 
ver'd a generous Contempt of this 
World, as became one that was fo 
well acquainted wich another World, 
and the Great and Everlaſting Things 
of that World. | 
And he is a good Miniſter, whoſe 
Life is in this, as in other Inttances, 
of a piece with his Doctrine, whoſe 
Eyes are not dazzPd with the glitter- 


ing Luſtre of Gold and Silver, nor his 


Heart drawn, or held, by the Magne- 


"* tick Virtue of this Earth, who ſeeks not 


yours for himſelf, bat you for Chriſt ; 
minds no high Things, but heavenly 
75 Things ; 


x 
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Things; 2% Pleaſure, fo much as that 
of doing his, Duty; no Preferment, in | 
Compariſon with that of being accept. Cor. 5. 9. 
ed of God; no Buſineſs, in Competi- 

tion with the Buſineſs of his Miniſtry; 
who having engag'd, and employ'd 
himſelf in the Affairs of another Life, 
entangleth not himſelf in the Affairs of 
this Life; whoſe Converſation is in Hea- 
ven, and 1n whoſe Forehead, as well 
as his Hearr, Holineſs to the Lord is en- 
graven in legible and indelible Cha- 
racters. The Apoſtles betimes taught 
Goſpel-Miniſters, the proper Place for 
their worldly Wealth, when they or- 
der'd the Money that was brought 
them, to, be laid not in their Hands, 
much leſs in theit Boſoms, but at hei a, 4.3). 
N. 2 * 23 

fell You ſee now, wiv, and what man- 

es, | ner of Men thoſe Miniſters are, whoſe 

ſe Removal is ſo great a Loſs, and to be 

er- ſo much lamented. ther that 
his we all, who are called by rh 


Phil. 3. 20 


| a is worthy 
| Name of Mzziſters 4 the Goſpel, may 
ot anſwer theſe Characters! How far our 
| Deceaſed Brother did fo, ſome of you 
ny Ktiow very well, and need not that any 
$3 ; | Mar ſhould teitify. D Se- 
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Secondly, I come in the next Place, 
to ſhew you who they are,that are con- 
cern'd to lament the Removal of ſuch 
Miniſters as theſe, and what Cauſe they 
have to do ſo. 

They were the Elders of Epheſus, 
Elders in Office, not in Age, who here 
wept ſore for the Departure of Paul 
fiom among them: And they may be 
cConſider'd, (1) As Miniſters ; (2) As 
Miniſters jt ſetting out in the Work 
of the Miniſtry; And (3) as at this 
Time, and upon this Occaſion, the 
Repreſentatives of the People, or Church 
of Epheſus. And ſo 

1. We that are Miniſters, are taught 
to bewail the Removal of our Fathers 
and Brethren from us, and that we 
ſhall ſee their Faces no more in this 
World. Even Paul the Aged, ſpeaks 
of the Recovery of a young Miniſter, 
Epaphroditus by Name, from a dange- 
rous Fit of Sickneſs, as a very great 
Mercy of God to himſelf, /eaſt (faich 


Phil. 2.27 NE) I ſpould have Nd upon ſorrow. 


Tho” he had as little need of the Help 


of others as ever any Miniſter had,  ; 


yet the Death of Epaphroditus would 


have 


—— —— — 
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have been a very great Affliction to 
him, and would have added as much 
as any thing to his Sorrows. Elijah 
lays very much to heart, the Death 
of the Prophets, and himſelf being 
left alone, tho? he was ſo well able to : Cin. 19. 
Hand alone, | 1 

Let the Prieſts, therefore, the Lord's 
Miniſters, weep on ſuch fad Occaſions, Joel 2.17. 
between the Porch and the Altar, ming- 
ling their Tears with their Sacrifices, 
_ their an cap” with their bone, 
laying, Spare thy People O Lord: When -_. 
th 3 1s FLEA and the La- * 1 
bourers,the skiltul, faithful Labourers ſo | | 
few, our Maſter has appointed #- to 1 
pray the Lord of the Harve#, that he if 
would ſend forth Labourers into the 1 
Harveit ; and are we not to Lament "n 
it greatly, when ſome of the moſt inn 40 
duſtrious of the Labourers are calPd It 
out of the Harveſt, when they could hi ö 
ſo ill be ſpar'd? 40 0 in 


Our Hands are this day weak ; 
And by ſuch. Providences as theſe, 
they are much more weaken'd, God 10 
is contending with us; Our Glory is hl 
waxen thin; The Death of 'every 

| Da . good 
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good Miniſter, (and we have parted 

with a great many of late, in the midſt 
Ifa.10.18, of their uſefulneſs) is 4s when a ſtandard- 
19. bearer fainteth; and alas, (as it follows 
there) the reſt of the Trees of our Foreſt 
are ſo fem, that a Child may write them. 
"Tis time for us, with the Prophet 
Ezekiel,to fall down on our Faces, under 
13, a a deep ſenſe of Gods Diſpleaſure, and 

to cry as he did with a loud Voice, Ah! 

Lord God, wilt thou make à full end of 

the remnant of Iſrael! High time to 
Pla. 32.1. cry, Help Lord, when the faithful, the 
_ faithful Helpers ceaſe and fail. 

And by the ſadzeſs of our Counten- 
ances upon ſuch occaſions as theſe, let 
our Hearts be made better, and let us 
be quickned with more Care and Dili- 
gence, to Work the Works of him that 
ſent us while-1t is Day, becauſe the Night 
Joh. 9. 4. cometh, and before it cometh, wherein 

no Man can work. Let us not only be 
true to our Truſt, but buſie at our 
Work, becauſe we muſt ſhortly give 
account of our Stewardſhip, and be no 
lenger Stewards. By ſuch a Providence 
as this,God ſpeaks aloud to us, as he 
did to Moſes, Num. 27. 13. Then * 
pe We 


Eccl. 7.3* 
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1 gathered to thy People, as: Aaron thy 
t Þ Brother was gathered. Whatſoever,there- 
fore, our Hand find to do, let us do it 
with all our might; not counting Life 
ſt it ſelf dear to us, nor being too ten- 
.der of it, ſo we may finiſh our Courſe Att. <2. 
t with joy. 0 1 * 
2. The Sons of the Prophets are, in 
da particular manner, taught by this 
! ÞF inſtance, to Lament the Removal of 
of | their Maſter from their Head. And/ 
it will be a good ſign that they are: 
e genuin Sons, and will be a $00 Pre- 

ſage of their inheriting a Child's Por- 
2 tion of their Spirit, if, with a filzal. 
et | Affection, they cry out as Eliſha did, 
us Þ My Father, my Father, the Chariot of V * * 
li- rael, and the Horſemen thereof. When 
at Þ Eliſha had, in thoſe words, Erected a 
ht | Monument, to the Honor of his de- 
in parted Tutor, immediately he rok ap. 
be Þ bis Mantle, and did wonders with it. 
ur] - Thoſe that are ſetting out in the 
ve Þ Miniſtry; or ſetting their Faces to- 
no wards it, have great reaſon to La- 
ce ment the Removal of the Elder Mi- 
he niſters, eſpecially ſuch a one, as we are 
al: now particularly Lamenting, Whom 
oe D 3 . 
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God had Eminently qualified, for the 
committing of the Treaſure of the 
Goſpel, to ſame of the Earthen Veſſels 
of the riſing Generation, and the put- 
ting of the Light into their Hands ; 
who did not only, as a Miniſter, gene- 
rare Filios, beget Sons to Chriſt by the 
Goſpel]; but as a Tutor, generare Pa- 
tres, beget Nurſes for thoſe Children, 
and Fathers to bring others to Chriſt. 
We cannot Expreſs the greatneſs of 
the Loſs of ſuch a one, which they, in 


a ſpecial manner, have Reaſon to be 


2 of, who ſat down under his ſha- 
AOW, | 4 | 


When John Baptiſt was beheaded; 


Mat. 14. tis ſaid, his Diſceples took up the Body 


12. 


oh. 14. 
Jt 1 


Marg, 


and buried it, and then went and told 
Fj Let thoſe do ſo, who were 


that you are Orphans, and take him 
for your Guardian,with whom the Fa- 
therleſs findeth Mercy, and who has 
promiſed not to leave his Diſciples Or- 
phans. Reſolve, that from this time, 
more-than ever-you will cry unto him 


Jer. 3-4. as your Father, and the Guide of your 
"I'S -. | > 6. 09 | 


Touth ; 


rought up at the Feet of this well 
inſtructed Scribe; Go and tell Jeſus, 


| 
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Youth; and be aſſur'd, he will never 
fail, nor forſake thoſe, that truil in the 
ſhadow of his Wings. 

3. The People that fate under the 
conſtant Inſtruction, and Inſpection 
of a Good Miniſter, ought to Lament 
the Removal of ſuch a one from them. 
When our Temporal Comtorts are 
removed from us, our Relations or 
Friends, in whom we had ſenſible De- 
light, or by whom, we had ſecular 
Advantage, our Grief then has more 
need of a Bridle than of a Spur : But 
when thoſe are taken from us by 
whom we had, and hoped for Benefit 
to our Souls only, then 'tis neceſſary 
ſomething ſhould be ſaid to us, to 


make us ſenſible of our Lols, wet 
this 


{tir us up to Mourn tor it; for 
is an Affliction, which it not duly 
weigh'd in the Balances of the Sanct- 
uary, we ſhall not be enough affected 
3285 or at leaſt the Impreſſions of it 
are apt to wear off quickly, and are 
ſoon forgotten and loſt. _ 

Let me, therefore,ſhew you briefly, 
what reaſon you of this Congregation 


have, to lament the Lols of a Faith- | 
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ful Shepherd, tho', Thanks be to that 
God, who graciouſly continues his A- 
ged Servant among you labouring in 
the Word of Doctrine, you are not 
as ſheep having no Shepherd. I have 
reaſon to think, you are very ſenſible 
of the Breach made upon you ; I 
deſire you may be ſo upon right, 
grounds, that you may ſorrow after 4 
godly. ſort; That you may not like 
Children, cry for you know not what; 
but may be able to give a rational 
Anſwer to ſuch a Queſtion, as that 
which Joſeph put to his Fellow-Pri- 


Gen.40.7 ſoners, wherefore look you ſo ſadly to 


Heb. 12.9 


+6 « CS ERS 
4 
8 

_ 


day ? You may reply to that Queſtion 
with ſuch Queſtions as theſe. | 

1. Should we not grieve to part 
with a ear Relation, to whom we 
are joyn'd ina cloſe Alliance. Ah! my 
Brot her, or Ah] Siſter ; is mention'd: 
as ſufficient matter for Lamentation, 
Jer. 22. 18. And ſhall the Bonds of 


Kindred by Blood and Nature, be 


ſtronger than thoſe of Kindred by the 
Spirit and Grace? You have had 
Fathers of your fleſh, whom it may be, 
you have follow'd to the Grave, and 
1 9 0 28 FA ' you 
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you gave them this Reverence, you la- 
mented them; you would have re- 
proch'd your ſelves, as void of Natu- 
ral Affection, it you had not done ſo; 
and will you not ſhew this reſpect to 
your ſpiritual Fathers , that thereby, 
you may do Honour to the Father of 
your Spirits, and live ? | 
Miniſters are yours, you have an 


Intereſt in them, an Intereſt by Pro- 
miſe ; Paul, and Apollos, and Cephas 


are yours, 2 Cor. 3. 22. ('Twas one 
of the laſt Subjects, your deceaſed Mi- 
niſter Preach'd upon among you; I 
hope you will not forget it; He told 
me of it, when I viſiced him in his 
illneſs;) It follows, or Life, or Death, 
which may be underſtood particular- 
ly of the Life and Death of your Mi- 
niſters ; Their Life is for your Service, 


and their Death too, if you make a 
due improvement of it may be for 


your Awakening, and Quickning, for 


whether they live or Die, they are the N om. FX 


Lords, and yours for his ſake, 


They are Tours, for they are Gifts, Eph. 4. 
which the exalted Redeemer gave un- 11, 12. 


Which 
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which he gave unto you, to be your 
Guides, Overſeers, and Rulers, not to 
have Dominion over your Faith, we do 
not in the leaſt pretend to it, but to 
be the Helpers of your Joy, and Nurſes 
to the New Man in its Infancy, till it 
comes to the perfect Man. 

You ſee how nearly related your 
Miniſters are to you; They are ap- 
pointed to be Friends to your Souls, 
and, if, as you ought , you account 
them your beſt Friends,- it cannot bur 
be a Grief to you to part with 
them. | 

2. Should we not Grieve to part 
with thoſe, that have loved us, and 
been kind to us? As we are bound in 


Duty, to Lament the Departure of 


our Relations; ſo we are bound in 


Gratitude, to Lament the Departure of 
our Benefactors; whom God by his 


Grace, hath made Bleſſings to us. Even 
the unthankful Hraelites, had fo much 
Senſe of Honour in them, as to mourn 


Deut. 34. for Moſes, thirty days, in Conſideration 


them by his hand ; And ſhall we be 


of the great things God had done for 


leſs ſenſible of thole invaluable mow 
| | | its, 


1 


Py go ac ADÞ2U1E . 1898 A — . 2 282821 — — 


AO 2 on = nHyzwa 


nn * 


2— 


9 — 


A Funeral Sermon. 43 


fits, we enjoy by the Myſteries of God, 
which Miniſters are the Stewards of ? 
My Brethren, we have nothing in 

our Selves to boaſt of, but a great deal 
to be aſham d of, yet, we hope, we can 
appeal to God as our Record, how ſin- 
cerely we lang after you all in the bowels Phil. 1. ü. 
of Jeſus Chriſt; how dearly we love 
you, how earneſtly we deſire your. 
ſpiritual Welfare, how jealous we are 
over you with a godly Jealouſie; And 
as far as you have perceiv'd this Spirit, 
to be working in your Miniſters to- 
wards you, that muſt certainly be a 
Grief to you, to have them taken from 
you. Do you lie ſo near the Hearts, 

and ſhall not their Departures be laid 
neat yours f. i: 

There is ſomething of a- Gezerous 
Gratitude in theſe forrows, we are 
now calling for, ſuch as well becomes 
thoſe, who ask in ſincerity, what they 
ſhall- render? and would be found, as 
they are able, rendering according to 
the Benefit done tu them. Thus the 
Memory of the Juſt ſhould be preci- 
ous to us, eſpecially theirs,who by the. 
Grace of God, turn'd many to Righte, 


ouſreſs ; 
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onfmeſs Thus ſhould their Names be 


| preſerved, and Embalm'd in Tears, 
Rom. 5. 1. If for à good Man, a uſeful Man, ſome 
would find in their hearts to die, to 
obtain a Reprieve for them; ſhall not 
all find in their Hearts to mourn, 
when they are paſt Reprieve ? Eſpe- 
In. 57. 1. cially, ſince it is mention'd as a piece 
of groſs ſtupidity, and a fad Preſage 
of approaching Ruin to a People, 
when the Righteous Periſh, and none 


conſider it, or lay it to heart. l 


3. Should we not grieve to part 
with thoſe, that can very i be ſpar'd, 
and that we ſhall certainly find the 
loſs of. We ſhall ſee our ſelves En- 
gag*d to this, by a ſenſe of Intereſt, 
as well as Duty,and Gratitude. The 
Death of a good Miniſter is a Loſs, 
a Loſs to you, and as ſuch is to be 
_ Lamented ; a Loſs, which it may be, 
you are not ſo ſenſible of now, as you 
will be | hereafter , when you will 
know that a Prophet hath been among 


days of the ſon of Man, which you have 
e Alas, 


you; hath been, but nom is not; when: 
ou will wiſh, to ſee ſome of thoſe 
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Alas, faith the true Mourner, If 
we be bereav'd of our Miniſters, we are 
indeed bereav'd ; we {hall find more 
and more the want of their Preach- 
ing and Praying, their Inſtructions of 
us, their Interceſſions for us; their pru- 
dent Counſels, their faithful Reproofs, 
their directing and encouraging Ex- 
amples ; we may have another Mi- 


niſter, but not ſuch another; or. ſuch 


another, but not ſuch another to ; 

"Tis well, if the Gap be not too great 

to be filled up. Our Soul deſireth the ui 

firſt ripe fruits, but where are they? * 
?Tis a publick Loſs, a Loſs to the 

Town and Country, to the Land and 

Nation; and publick Spirits cannot 

but bewail publick Loſſes. How ill 

can the Church of God ſpare any of 

its good Miniſters! They are the Cha- 

riots and Horſemen of the Land, ſtrip 

us of theſe, and we are naked and de- K. 2. 12. 

fenceleſs. They are our Treaſure, 

rob us of theſe, and we are impo- 

veriſh'd ; They are the burning and 
ſhining Lights, put out- theſe, and 

we walk in Darkneſs; They are our 

Glory and Iq, take away theſe, and 

our 


— 
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our pleaſant things are departed. Our 
Songs are made to ceaſe, our Honour 
laid in the duſt, and the Cromn fallen 
from our Head, Wo unto us for we have 
Lam. fl. 16. ſinned. 

*Tis true, our God has the reſidue 
of the Spirit, nor is he tied to parti- 
cular Inſtruments; He can raiſe up 
4 ſeed to ſerve him, as well qualified 
as thoſe that went before; Ixſtead of 

Pl. 45-16. the Fathers, when he pleaſeth, ſball l 
the Children; and will be fo, if their 
Spirit depend and reſt upon us ; with 
j God all things are poſſible ;, But, alas, we 
a have not this hopeful Proſpe& to give 
0 you ; we that are riſen up, come too 
tar ſhort of theſe that are gone, and 
going PF into whoſe Labours we are 
enter*d, to be able to excuſe you from 
deep Lamentations of the Death of 
your elder Miniſters, and from ſigh- 
x Sam, 4. ing out your Ichabod ; Where is the 
*. Glory? : 15 
Ty 0 nothing to you, then, all ye _ 
„ paſs by, is it nothing to you, that the 
ä — 22 is thus become 1 the moſt 
ne Gold changed; that we have reaſon 
to fear ſuch an Alteration in the Houſe 


of 
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of our God among us, as was in the 


Temple of Jeruſalem, in Rehoboam's 2 Chr. 12. 
time, when the Shields of Geld were 


carried away, and Shields of Braſs 
were provided inſtead of them. God 


look upon us, and prevent the fatal 


Conſequences of ſuch a Change as 
this! How far God may carry on his 
Work by Prerogative of Power, even 
when he has removed ſuch Workmen, 
I cannot ſay; But this I am ſure of, 
their Removal is a very threatning 
Omen, which we are all concern'd to 
have awful Apprehenſions of. 

It were now ealie to draw a great 
many Inferences from this Melancholy 
Subject; to reprove thoſe, that lay not 
to Heart fuch ſad Diſpenſations; and 
much more thoſe that rejoice in the 
Extinguiſhing of our Lights, becauſe 
they love Darkntſs rather ; To encourage 


Miniſters to Diligence and Fidelity 1n. 


their Work, that they may finiſh their 
Courſe with Honour, as well as Joy; 
To quicken and engage you all to a care- 


ful Improvement of the Labours of 
your Faithful Miniſters, while they 


are continued with you, that you may 
u SEO pd 


Os 
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not have Tears tor your own Hard- 
neſs and Unprofitedneſs, to mix with 
your Tears for their Removal; To 
enquire, whether you have made a 


due Improvement of the former Af- | 


flictions of this kind you have been 
under, in the death both of good 
Miniſters, and good Chriſtians, that 

have ſhone as Lights among you, hola- 
| ing forth the Word of Life. ooh 

| Bur its time I apply my ſelf more 

1 1 the ſad occaſion of our 

| ing together here this Evening, 

i Tho? it is not 4 Paul, tis not an A- 

l poſtle we have now parted with, and 

i are now Lamenting, we compare not 

our Fir-trees with the Cedars of Lebanon; 

Yet it is one who I believe was mani- 

feſt in the Conſciences of many of you 

to be a good Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, 

and one who had obtained mercy of the 

Lord to be found both skilful, and Faith- 

ful in that great work. ee 

The Earthen Veſſel, now a broken 

Veſſel, we have lodg'd in the Duſt, 

with the Expectation of its being 

raiſed ſhortly a Veſſel of Honour; And 

now what Improvements ſhall we 


* 


— 


make 
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make of this fad Providence, and how 


he only knows in whoſe, hands our Breath 


ſhall we pay ſome part of that Debt of 
Reſpect, we owe to the ſurviving Name 
and Memory. 

Were this a proper Place and Time 
for me, to cxpreſs my own Reſentment of 
this Breath made upon us, I could not 
find out better Words, nor more appoſite 
and expreſſive to do it in, then thoſe of 
David, when he Lamented the Fall of one, 
that had been dear to him as his own Soul; 
1 am diſtreſſed for thee,my Brother Jonathan, 2 Sam. 1- 
very pleaſant haſt thou been unto me. If — 
while 1 live I forget him, I muſt lie under 
the imputation of forgetting my ownFriend, 
and my Father's Friend. A Friend, with Pr. 27. 10. 
whom, I have had an intimate Acquain- 
tance about 7 or 8 and twenty Years, 
with whom 1 have many a time taken 
ſweet Counſel, and by whoſe Converſe 
and Correſpondence, 1 either have been 
cdified, or might have been; having al- 
ways found him, not only well inſtructed Mat. 13. 
unto the Kingdom of Heaven, but ready to 52. 
diſtribute, and willing to communicate. Such Tim. 6. 
was the pleaſantneſs of his Life, and the * 
Diſtreſs by his Death muſt be proportion- 
able; Lover and Friend baſt thou put far yo 88. 
from me; and my Acquaintance into dark- 18. 
neſs. In our Lives we were not much 
divided, either in Time or Place, how far, 
and LORE we may he ſo in our Deaths,, 


and 
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and Times are; God, by his Grace, make 
me ready, and willing to go after him! 
2 Cor. 12. But we do all things, dearly Beloved, for 
19. your Hdiſying; That's my Deſign, that's 
my Deſire, aud I hope by the Bleſſing of 
God it will be ſome way Edifying to you; 
if, (1) I give you ſome ſhort account of 
his Character. (2) If I make ſome Remarks 
upon his Removal; and (3) If I then 
briefly direct you to ſome of the work of 
| this day in its day. 
i T Firſt, If I would expatiate upon his 
| | Character, I have a very wide Field be- 
l fore me, and am really ſenſible, there is 
a Juſtice owing to ſo good, ſo great a Name , 
| 1 confeſs, I am not fond of making every 
| Friend I love and honour, a Nonſuch; it 
muſt be left to Him, to whom all Hearts 
are open, to put that into any Man's Cha- 
Job, 1.8, rater, that there is none like him in the 
Earth; yet, I think, that this is not to 
be depoſited as common Duſt; nor his 
Monument to be inſcrib'd with com 
mon Characters; and yet as an Ad vo 
cate for his Honour, ſnall only make that A 
very reaſonable Demand, Give him of th K 
Pr. 31. 31. Fruit of his Hands, and let his own Work 
8 praiſe him in the Gates. x. | 
But aiming (as I ſaid) at your Edifica] th 
tion, two Things I ſhall ſuggeſt, which 
think, have a direct Tendency that Way 
and may turn to a good Account. 
1. Let that be obſery'd concerning 3 
— 4 
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. Þ which will turniſh us with Matter for 
| Praiſe and Thankſgiving to God, And a 
great deal of Reaſon we have. to giye 
Thanks, not only in pefieral, for all the 
Saints and Servants of God, who are departed 
this Life in the Faith and Fear of bis Holy 
Name; to theGeneral Aſſembly of whom, 
we are come in Faith, Hope, and Love; 
but in a particular manner for thoſe, that 
have been in their Day the Lights of 
the Church, and juſtly accounted Fa- 
thers in it; for Who is their Father? 


ais] but the Father of Lights and Spirits? 12. 


be- the Lord God of the Holy Prophets. 

; 18 What we call the Endowments of Na- 
me of ture, a great Genius, a ſolid Judgment, 
TY a clear Head, aflrong Memory, a quick 


it] Fancy, a ready Utterance, and the like, 
* ts} are all Gifts from above; from his Hand, 


who formeth the Spirit of Man within him. 


Lord has made even both of them. All Souls 
his] are his, even the greateſt, the largeſt Souls 
are ſo. | 

What we aſcribe to Induſtry; and cloſe 
Application of Mind, Attainments in 
Knowledge, and a great Compaſs of 
| Learning, God muſt have the Praile of; 


Might and the Power of their Hands. He 
it is, that giveth the Tongue of the Learned, 


Ear 


* 


5 and who in order @ that, openeth the 
alt 2 | 


who 1 Sams; 


the The hearing Ear and the ſeeing Eye, the pr iq, 


for he it is that giveth Men Power to get D-ut. 2, 
this Wealth, and it is not got by their 748. 


2 
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Iſa. 50. 4. Far to hear as the Learned. He it is, that ] 
lie hteth the Candles; and it is with a bor- f 
row'd Light that the Churches Stars I 

thine, with a Light reflected from the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs, that great Light / 
t 
ſl 


of the World. 
"Tis God, therefore, let us give the 
Praiſe of all thoſe Excellent Gifts and 
| Graces, which we have obſerv'd in our 
deceaſed Brother. Bleſs the Lord, who 
raiſed him up out of a remote and ob- ſe 
ſcare part of the Kingdom, as a Root out 
of a ary Ground, to be ſo Eminently ſer- 
viceable to the Intereſts of Chriſt's King- 
l dom in his Day, qualified him for Ser- 
. : vice, call'd him to it, and ſignally own'd 
0 | him in it ; Let us glorifie the God of Iſrael, 
ig who hath given ſuch Power unto Men, and 
put ſuch Treaſures into Earthen Veſlels. 
2. Let that be obſerv'd conceruing him, 
which is proper for our Imitation. What 
you have heard from him, and ſeen in 
him that was Vertuous and Praiſe-wor- I 
thy, tranſcribe it into your own Hearts 


-- 
N — n — 
4 
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Phil. 4-9. and Lives, ſpeak and do in like manner, 4 
and the God of Peace ſhall be with you. R 


Thoſe that were Exemplary while they - 

lived, ſhould be made Uſe of as Exam- 5 

ples, when they are dead. Tis requir'd 8 

Heb. 612 in general, that we be Followers of all U 
thoſe, who are now through Faith and Pa- 

tience inkeriting the Promiſes. But parts 
cularly, that we follow the Faith and th 

A Holineſs] , 
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Holineſs of thoſe, that have been by Of- 
fice our Guides in the good Ways of the Hed 12.7- 
Lord, conſidering the End of their Con ver- 
ſation ,, yet with this neceſſary Proviſo 
and Limitation, that we fol/opp them as 
they follom d Chriſt, and bleſſed Paul him- 
ſelf, that great Example was to be fol- 1 Cor. lin. 
low'd no further. 
Here let all that know him obſerve 
for themſelves, and preach to themſelves ; 


his Children, his Pupils, his Familiar 


Friends and Acquaintance, let them re— 
collect what they have taken Notice of 
in him, that was fit to be imitated, and 
improve it for their own Direction, Cau- 
tion, and Quickning. I ſhall only in- 
ſtance in two or three Thirgs, wherein 
I would for my part, propoſe him to 
my ſelf fora Pattern, and endeavour to 
imitate him. 

Marcus Antonius the Emperor, that M. Autan. 
great Teacher and Example of Verte,  & » 
begins his Celebrated Book concerning ia, 
Himſelf, that is, his Diary; with an Ae N 
count of the particular good Leſſons, or 
Rules of Converſation, which he learn'd 
from his Parents, Tutors, and others; 
whom he names with Reſpect, that were 
the Guides and Companions of his Vouth. 
Were I to draw up ſuch an Account, 

I ſhould be unjuſt to him, if I ſhould 1 
leave him out of it, in whom | have 1 
thought thoſe things among others well 
worthy Imitation, E 3. 1. That 
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Ss he 1 was a good Husband "ne 
i Time; rs that's a piece of 
good Husbandry, which I am ſure js good 
Divinity. I have always known him to 
be an indefatigable Student, and one 
that took ſo much Pleaſure in his Work 
both as a Scholar, and as a Miniſter, 
that one might ſee, he accounted it not 
only its own Wages, but its own Recreation. 

Even *till his Lord came to give a 
conſtant Attendance to Reading, Exhor- 


F by + ration, and Doctrine, not neglefting the 
13» 4% "5* Grft that was in him, but continually 


meditating upen theſe Things, giving him- 
ſelf wholly to them 3 ſo that his Profiting 
( even in his Early Days ) appear'd unto 
all Men. His Lord having intruſted him 
with five Talents, he continually occupy'd 
the ſame, and traded with them, till 
by the Grace of God, he had made them 
five Talents more: When he was ſome- 
times urg'd, to abate of the Conſtancy 
and Intenſeneſs of his Studies, in Con- 
ſideration of his Health, he would ſay, 
You muſt excuſe me, 1 have but a little Time 
to be working in, and I muſt be buſie. And 
eeſt thou a Man thus diligent in his Bus 
ſineſs, he ſhall ſtand. before "Kings, and not 

before mean Men. 
lt was often obſerv'd concerning him, 
how uneaſie he would be, when forc'd 
and kept from his Studies, by that Con- 
verſation which Was only entertaining and 
not 
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not edifying, and with what Pleaſure as 
ſoon as poſſibly he could, he would re- 

tire from it to his Work; that he might 
fill up Time with ſomething that would 

turn to a good Account, according, a; the 
Duty of every Day requir d. This is in a 
happy Senſe living faſt. 

2. That he was ready and mighty in the 
Scriptures, and made them above any 
Thing his Meditation. His large Ac- # 
quaintance with other Learning, did not 
at all abate his Value and Purſuit of 
Scripture-Learning, to which all his o— 
ther Studies were made ſubſervient. As 
he liv'd a Scripture-Religion, ſo he 
preach'd a Scripture-Divinity. Scripcure 
Language was his Eſogquence, like that 
of Apollos, who was an Eloquent Man, 
becauſe mighty in the Scriptures  Scrip- _ 18. 
ture Reaſons were his Arguments, like 55 
the lame Apollos, who mithrily convinced 


the Jews, ſhewing what he taught by the bo 
Scriptures. 


1- Thus he came to be ſuch an Excel- 
7 lent Expoſitor, as you know he was; open- 
ne | ing the Scripture by it ſelt; comparing 
d | ſpiritual Things with ſpiritual, and ſpeak- 
us | ing the Things of God, as they ought 
ot to be ſpoken, in the Words which the Holy 
Ghoſt teacheth. | Cor, 2.3 
n, Thus he was furniſhed with Mili for 
dd. Babes, and Paſture for the Lambs of the 
n- Flock, witneſs his great Dexterity in Ex- 
nd E 4 plaining 
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plaining the Catechiſm; and with ſt 01g 
Meat allo for trons Men, witneſs his ſo- 
lid and ſubſtantial Diſcourſes, in which 
he ſet before you the great Things of 
God, with admirable Clearneſs, and in 
the Evidence and Demonſtration of the Spi- 
rit, and with Power, 

Thus he adhered to the good old Way, 
and teſtified the pure Goſpel of the Grace 
of God, Which exalts the Lord Jeſus a- 
lone, as all in all, for Strength as well 
as Righteouſneſs, and teaches us to caft 
every Crown at his Feet; taking all Oc- 
caſions to witneſs againſt thoſe Notions, 
which ſet up Man's Suſficiency in Com- 
petition wath Chriſt. 1 

3: That he was a faithful and wiſe 
Reprover of Sin, and bold in bearing his 
Teſtimony againſt it. Tho' you know, 
he was very courteous and obliging in 
all his Converſe, and not willing to make 
any Man angry or ſad, yet when there 
was a juſt Occaſion, he would admoniſh 
and rebuke with all Authority, and yet with 
Meekneſs and Long-ſuffering. 

Iſa. 59-19. Here he ſet his Face as Flint, and clad 

 - himſelf with Zeal as with a Cloke ;, as One 
that knew very well whoſe. Cauſe he 
pleaded, when he pleaded againſt Sin; 
and how faithful and kind the Wounds of 
a Friend are, while the Kiſſes of an Enem) 
are deceitful , and as One, who believ'd 
there was a Truth in Solomon's Qbſerva 
Sp = or Se eo | lor, 
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tion, Which amounts to a Divine Promiſe, 


i 

f Prov. 28. 23. He that rebuketh a Man for 
1 his Faults with Wiſdom and Tenderneſs, 
t © tho' for the preſent he may incur his 


» © Diſpleaſure for his Plain-dealing, yet af- 
termards he ſhall find more Favour, and be 
look'd upon as a better Friend, than he 
„ that flattereth with his Tonoue. 
ce 4. That he was a Man of trne Catholic b 
a- Charity; Tho' no Man was clearer in his 
11 Þ own Judgment, better underſtood the 
ft Þ Grounds on which he went, nor was bet- 
c- Þ ter able to give an Account of the Hope 
as, | that was in him with Meekneſs and 
m- Fear, yet he maintain'd an Extenſive 
Charity for thoſe, from whom ke dif- 
iſeÞ fer'd, and a Temper of Mind towards 
his them that was truly Chriſtian, and be- 
w, came a Follower of the Prince of Peace, 
inf} and a Servant of the God of Love. 
axe] As he wrote, he thought and liv'd : 
ere MODERATION was his VIRTUE, it 
1iſhſ} was STILL his Virtue; and it is not 
ith} long, ſince he took an effectual Courſe to 
let it be known unto all Men, as if he had Phil. 4. 5. 
clad foreſeen that the Lord was at hand. And 
One] this is a Virtue, which hath, and will 
he have its Praiſe with all thoſe, who know _ 
Sin how to diſtinguiſh, between the weighty _ 
and unconteſted Matters of the Law and Mat, 23. 
Goſpel, Juda ment, Mercy, end the Love of 23. 
God, and the Matters of doubt ſul Diſput a- 
tion; ſuch as the Diſtinction of * Rom-14.1 
Sher an 
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and Days. This is the Virtue, by which 
the Unity of the Spirit is kept in the Bond of 
Peace, notwithſtanding a Diverſity of 
Opinion, and Practiſe accordingly : The 
Triumphs of this Virtue over Bigottry on 
all ſides, will contribute abundantly to 
the Peace of Zion's Walls, and the Pro- 
fperity of all her Palaces. 
Secondly, We are next to conſider the 
Heb. 13.) EH of his Converſation, ducam, The 
Iſſue, or Outlet of it. Having ſeen how 
he went on in the World, we are now to 
enquire how he went of out of the World. 
Others had more ef his Life than you 
of this Place had ; but God ſent him hi- 
ther about fix or ſeven Vears ago to finiſh 
his Teſtimony firſt, and then to finiſh his 
Courſe among you; ſo that tis but a little 
time __—_ have had to improve by his 
Life; God, by his Grace, enable you, to 
improve ſo much the more by his Death ! 
And a very improvable Providence it is. 
Tis a Cloud moſtly black and dark, yet 
not without its bright ſide. 

1. We are here preſented with a very 
melancholy and afflictive Scene, which we 
ought to have very Awful, Serious 
Thoughts of; ſomething there is more 

Eccl. 7.2, than ordinary in this Houſe of Mourning, 
which the Living ſhould lay to Heart. 
To ſee a Man ſo well qualified with 
Gifts and Graces, for the Service of Chriſt 
| and his Church as he was; ſo well Hoy 
n: 
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| niſh'd by the Bleſſing of God, upon the 
many Years hard Studies of an uncom- 
mon Head, with all ſorts of »ſeful Know- 
ledge, {0 inq ui ſit ive after more Know- 
ledge; and withal ſo Communicative of 
what he did know. To ſee ſuch a Man 
thus taken away,in the midſt of his Ser- 
viceableneſs to his Generation, when he 
had but little exceeded the roth Year of 
his Life; tho” his ſtrong Conſtitution of 
Body, and prudent Management of him- 
ſelf gave Encouragement to hope, that 
tho' theſe Treaſures were in an Earthen 
Veſſel, yet there were Goods laid up for 
many Tears; And tho' his Zeal and un- 
wearied Induſtry, promis'd us a great 
deal more of publick Service, and that 
he ſhould long be a Bleſſing to his Ge- 
neration, yet to have the Number of 
ſuch Months out off in the midſt, ſuch a 
Tongue filenc'd, ſuch a Hand wither'd, 
ſuch a Head laid in the Duſt, and at ſuch 
a Time as this, when it could ſo ill be 
ſpar'd ; What ſhall we jay to theſe Things? 
What Conſtruction can we make of ſuch 
a Providence as this? We muſt e'en have 
Recourſe to our firſt Principles, abide by 
them, and reſolve to hold them faft, an 
not let them go, how difficult ſoever it 
may be, to reconcile ſome particular 
Events to them. However it be, we 
are ſure, that God is neither unwiſe, nor 
unjuſt, nor unkind ; He is not only an ab- 
e ſolute 
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ſolute Sovereign, that may do what he will; 

but a righteous Ruler, that doth no wrong 

to any of his Creatures; a tender Father, 

that deſigns no Hurt to any of his Chil- 

dren. However it be, yet the Lord je- 

fus takes Care of his Church, ſecures its 
Intereſts, and the Glory of his own 
Name; which, whatever becomes of us 

will endure for ever, and his Throne as the 

Days of Heaven. Under the Threatnings 

of Providence, we muſt fly to the Pro- 

miſes of the Word, and caſt Anchor 

there; God knows what he is doing, tho 

we do not; and we are ſure dwells in per- 

fect Light, tho' as to us he makes Dark- 

neſs his Pavilion. Thy Way (O God) i in 

Pſ. 77.19. the Sea, and thy Path in the great Waters, 
ſuch as cannot he fathom d, cannot be 

| trachd, but we are confident of this very 
Pſ.145.17 thing, That thou art vighteous in all thy 
ways, and holy in all thy works. 

Were we not certain that the Soul 1s 
immortal, and that there is another Life 

after this, we ſhould be tempted to Ex- 

| poſtulate with our Maker, as the Pſal mift 
Pſ. 89.47. doth, Lord whergfore haft thou made all 
Men, eſpecially ſuch Men as theſe, in vain ? 

So long in the making, ſo admirably well 


made; and yet ſo ſuddenly pamade, and 

ſo little uſe in compariſoa made of them ? 

Such a living Temple rear'd, and yet the. 

Iſa. 63.18 People of thy Holineſs to poſſeſs it ſuch a 
little while; Many. continued that are the 
Burthens 
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Burthens of the Earth „ under which it 


groans, as ſadly weary of them; and yet 


thoſe removed that were the Bleſſings of it, 
aſter which it groans, as ſadly wanting 


them. We now are at a loſs, and cannot Mic. 3. 1. 


expound ſuch Diſpenſations as theſe; but 
the Reſurrection of the Juſt, and the 
Glories of the Future State, will ſolve 
the Problem, and clear up this ſeeming 


Paradox; What I do thou knoweſt not now, 


but thou ſhalt know hereafter; when the My- 


ſtery of God ſhall be finiſhed. How thoſe ons $$ 


Lights ſtill ſhine, to the Praiſe of the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs, which we count Ex- 
tinguiſh'd, and how theſe Servants of Chrift 
ſtill ſerve him in his Temple, the Period-of 
whoſe uſefulneſs we are here Lamenting; 
we cannot tell, nor how much to their 
Advantage, the Time that's loſt on Earth 
may be made up in Heaven. Yet ſtill, 
on us it look's Black, and is a very fad 
Preſage; the Lords voice by it cries in the 
City, cries in the Country, God grant we 
may underſtand what it faith, and may 
return a good Anſwer, that our God may 
not proceed in his Controverſy ! 
2. Yet even in this afflictive Providence, 
the Grace of God preſents us with ſome- 
thing very encouraging and reviving to us; 
aud that is, the great Comfort and Joy with 
which our deceaſed Brother finiſhed his 
Conrſe 5 which I ought to take Notice of, 
to the Glory of Gody.and for your „ 
ion. 
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Ffñ. 37.37 ſtruction· Mark the perfect Man, and behold 


the upright, for the end of that Man, tho” it 
be not alway Rapture and Extaſie, yet it 


Iſa. 32.15. 5s Peace; the Effett of Righteouſneſs will be 


Quietneſs, and Aſſurance for ever. 
1 came ſhort of being a Witneſs of his 
Tranſlation, but thoſe that were about 
him when he was taken up, ſaw with what 
a wonderful Serenity and Compoſedneſs of 
Mind, he compoſed himſelf to his dying 
Work, that Work which is to be done but 
Once; and therefore had need be wel! done. 
He had often pray'd for Grace to finiſh well, 
and it appear'd his Prayer was anſwer'd, 
and that the Grace of God in him was 
not in vain; ſo Chearfully did he look 
the King of Terrors in the Face, and bid 
his Meſſage welcome. Tho' he had as much 
Reaſon, as moſt Men have, upon all Ac- 
counts, to deſire Life, yet it appear'd that 
to depart, and to be with Chriſt, was to him 
much more deſirable. 
The ſtrong Pain of the Stone (that Ha- 
gellum Studsoſorum, as it has been call'd) 
with which he was frequently exercis'd, he 
bore not with the Senſleſsneſs and Stupidi- 
ty of a Stoick, but with the humble Pati- 
ence and Submiſſiveneſs of a Chriftian, who 
had learn'd of his Mafter to take up his Croſs, 


And when upon the Continuance of af 


threatning and fatal Symptom, he receiv'd 
the Sentence of Death within himſelſ, with 


what Eaſe did he take Leave of the World, 
| 2 As 
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as one well pleas'd to think of being no 
more in it! 

His ſolemn Farewell to his Children and 
Pupils, the good Counſels he gave them, 
the Bleſſing, with which he bleſled them in 
the Name of the Lord, and the Teftimony 
he bore with his dying Lips, to the good 
Ways of God wherein he had walked; I 
hope they will never forget; and that par- 
ticularly, they and we will ever remember 
and practice, what he ſaid after many other 
good Counſels, ſhould be the laſt and great 
Thing he would recommend to them, and 
that was Humility ; © It is ( /aid he) one 
« of the Brighteſt Ornaments of a young 
* Miniſter to be humble. | 

The Words of God which he had made 
his Songs in the Houſe of his Pilgrimage, 
were his delightful Entertainment when his 
Tabernacle was in taking down. How 
pleaſantly did he triumph then in the 
Words of Bleſſed Paul, I know whom I have 


believ'd, and he is able to keep what I have 2 Timi. ia 


committed unto him again ſt that Day: 
When he was ask'd in his Illneſs, whe- 

ther he would have ſome of his Friends 

ſent for to keep him Company, he anſwer'd, 


| © My Fellowſhip is with the Father, and 
with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and he that is 


** not ſatisfied with that Company, doth 

« not deſerve it. | 
Another Time being ask'd, would he 
not be glad to his Brother from Warring- 
| tex, 
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ton, for whom he had an entire Affection? 
He reply'd, ©© I know no Man after the 
&< Fleſh, my Elder Brother is in Heaven, 
« who is the Firſt-born among many Bre- 
ce thren. Thus he ſeem'd to be taken up 
with Heaven; before he was taken up to 
Heaven. 
Coming to himſelf again once after an 
ill Fit, in which thoſe about him thought 
him departing , He ask'd, © Have I not 
4 finiſhed yet? 1 thought I ſhould have 
* finiſhed now ”. Thus did he with the 
Ig. 11.8, ſucking Child, play upon the Hole of the 
$. Aſp, and with the weaned Child, put his 
Hand upon the Cockatrice's Den; know- 
ing, that Death it ſelf cannot hurt, or de- 
{troy in all the Holy Mountain. 
Over-hearing his Dear and Affectionate 
Voke- fellow bemoaning her ſelf, and ſay- 
ing, O this is a ſad Day! being Lord's- 
Day, and ſome few Hours before he dy'd. 
He reply'd, with ſome ſhew of Reſent- 
ment; © A ſad Day do you call it? No, 
© It is not a ſad Day, I thank God, it is 
* a comfortable Day to me.” And it 
was obſerv'd, that he departed with a 
ſmiling Countenance. 
| s he found himſelf drawing near to 
his End, he was ever and anon lifting up 
his Heart to God, in ſuch devout and pi- 
ous Breathings as thoſe. © Blefled be 
God for Jeſus Chriſt ! How long Lord, 
* holy and true? Come, Lord Jeſus, come 
| « quickly 
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« quickly ! Lord Jeſus receive my Spirit. 
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C Father, into thy Hands I commit my 
* Spirit. And not long before he depart- 
ed, © Now let the Bleſſed Angels come 
& and do their Office. ; br 

Thus (my Brethren ) thus he finiſh'd 
his Courſe; this was the Eud of his Con- 
verſation. In ſuch a Heavenly Temper as 
this, he remov'd to the World of Spirits, 
as one that was already acquainted with 
that World, and long'd to be better ac- 
quainted with it. Bleſſed be God, who 
thus crown'd' his own Work in him, and 
brausht forth the Topſtone of that Bleſſed 
Building with Shoutings, and let 


Grace, Grace to it. 


the Goſpel of Chriſt, and to aſſure us that 
its Original and Tendency is Divine and 
Heavenly. 
ſincere Profeflors of it with Effectual Sup- 
ports, and real ſolid Joys then when they 
molt need them, and when all other 
Comforts fail, and are inſufficient. The 


Everlaſting Covenant, and particularly 


the Promife of Eternal Life, you fee is a 
Fountaih of Living Waters, which will 
refreſh and make Glad the Hearr, when all 
thoſe Things which the World offers us 
to be depended upon, and delighted in, 
will be dried up as the Brooks in Sym 
mer. I beſeech you (Sirs) build upon 
à Foundation which will hold firm, when 

3 this 


That we ſee it furniſheth the 


Us" N. Zech. 4. 7. 
Let this help to confirm our Faith in 
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this Deluge comes: Treafure up Com- 
forts which will ſtand you in ſtead in a 
dying Hour, and which will indeed make 
1092.21.33 the Cds of the Valley ſweet to you. 
Sir i Let this encourage us in our Chriſtian 
17 1221 Race and Warfare, "that thoſe who have 
fought this good Fight with Courage and 
Conſtancy, have had the comforts of it 
. in their laſt Extremities; and having 
4 run their Race with Patience, have finiſh 
ed their Courſe with Joy. Chriſt's faithful 
Soldiers dye not only in the Bedof 
Honour, but in the Bed of Peace and 
Reſt. Let us hereby be. quicken'd to 
make our Calling and Election ſure, for So 
we ſhall have,not only an Entrance, but 
an abundant 133 Miniſtred unto us, 
2 Pet. 1. into the . Everlaſting Xing dom of our Lord 
10% It». and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt.” | 
Thirdly, 1 ſhall now cloſe with : a Ward 
of Exhortation to you my Friends, who 
are here Lamenting the Loſs, of your 
faithful Miniſter, that you may be ſow- 
ing in your Tears, doing your Duty now 
you are bewailing your Atfliction. We 
will take it for granted: that like thoſe 
Ephe ſian Elders you ſorrow moſt of. all, be- 
cauſe you ſhall /ee his Face no mere in this 
World, from that Conſideration there- 
fore, what 1 have now to ſay to you by 
TY of. Counſel and Dirgjon, Mall take 
„ ay 
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1. Now you ſhall ſee his Face no more.” © 2M 
Thank God that ever you did fee his Face. 
When Job's Comforts were taken away, 
he bleſſed God who ave them. Own 
your ſelves indebted to the Divine Fa- 
vour, for the letting up of ſuch a burn- 
ing and ſhining Light, here in your 
Candleftick. There s a particular Pro- 
vidence converſant about the Removes 
and Settlements of Miniſters. Be thank- 
ful for that Providence which ſent him 
hither, and that Grace, which, I truſt, 
made him a Bleſſing to you. .Be thank- 
ful for what you have ſeen, and heard, 
and taſted of the Word of Life in his 
Miniſtry, and that you have had reaſon 
to ſay, that God was with him of a 
Truth. 

Thank God for all the goodMiniſters, 
Whoſe Faces you have ſeen to your Com- 
fort, and who were in rhej- Day, the 
Helpers of your Faith and Joy. Remem- 
ber your Guides, the Guides of your Youth, Heb. 13.7 
which have ſpoken to you the Ward of God; 
and remember to give God thanks for 
them, and for the good they were in- 
ſtrumental of to your Souls. We do nat 
deſire you to build, or garniſh the Sep- Mat. 23 
chers of the Prophets, but here ſet up our 29. 
Ebene ar to the Honour 'of him that — 
raiſed them up to you, ſaying, Hitherto/ 
the, Lord hath helped us; helped us with 
with. good Miniſters, having | never left 

| 1 himſelf 
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your way in this Wilderneſs, Thanks 


ing of a Famine of the Word; The 
Heavenly Manna, tho? it has been oft 
cleſpis'd, yet has never been witheld. 
Thank God for thoſe whoſe Faces we 
et ſee, for the Remnant that is left of 
he Mcflengers of the Lord, and that 
v hen ſo many are removed into Graves, 
the reſt are not removed into Corners. 
Tho? your Pulpit be in mourning, thanks 
be to God it is not empty. You of this 
Place have particular Reaſon, 'to be 
thankful for the lengthning out of the 
Days of your Aged Miniſter, and for 
the Fruit he ſtill brings forth in his Old 
Age. I pray God that your profiting 
in proportion, to that and other your 
Advantages may appear unto all Men. 
2. In the Fd ag of his Face, take no- 
rice of the Hiding of God's Face, and 
look upon it as a Toten of his Diſpleaſure. 
Hear it as the Lord's Controverſy, and 
enquire diligently, and beg of him to 
ſhew you wherefore he contendeth with you, 
TTis not ſrven Years, ſince God remov'd 


Mr. Bln one faithful good Miniſter by Death, 


that had long Labour'd among you in 
the Word and Doctrine; and now ano- 
ther taken away from the midſt of you; 
Is not this an indication of Gods Anger? 
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and ought not you to humble your ſelves 
under his mighty Hand ? Let our Bre- 
thren, the whole Houſe of Iſarel bewail the 
Burning mhich the Lord has kindled ;, and by Lev-19.5. 
ſerious Repentance help to quench the 
Flame. 

It was certainly in Diſpleaſure to the 
> | People, that God filenced Ezekie/, and 
f | told him; He ſhould no more be to Ezekg 26 
t | them a Reprover; and you are now un- 
der ſuch a Rebuke; Now is a time for 
. | you to look into your own Hearts, and 
s | £to enquire, what you have done to pro- 
s | voke God, thus to break you with breach 
e | upon breach. Lay not the blame on o- - 
e | thers, but each of you take it to your | 
jr | fſfelves, and give your Conſciences leave 
4 | to deal faithfully with you. ?*Tis Sin, 
ig | that ſeparates between you and God, 1 
ir detween you and your Miniſters ; Find 

out the Sin that hath done you this 
"Y miſchief ; and mourn for that ; Weep 
d | not ſo much for them that are gone, but 
. | rather weep for your ſelves, and for your 
\d | ownSin and Folly, which has for feited the 
to | Advantages you have loſt, Ask ſerioutly, 

„ | Have not I been a careleſs trifling Hear- 
»der of the Word? Has not my heart 

h, | gone after my Covetouſneſs, when 1 

in | have come before God as his People 

o- | come, and ſitter before him as his People 

u; | fi ? Has not the word been unprofitable Ezek. 33. 
r? | to me, not being mixed with Faith? Has 21. 

ad . not 
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not my Converſation been diſagreeable 

to my Profeſſion, and my Practiſe con- 
trary to what I have heard, and been 
Taught ! Have not I left my firſt Love, 
and is not that the Reaſon, wherefore 

Rev: 2.4, the Candles are thus remov'd, and there- 

5. by the Candleſtick it ſelf threaten'd ? 
How long has God come ſeeking fruit, 
but has found none, or next none? And 
therefore,tho' he has not yet cut down the 
barren 1ree, he has in Diſpleaſure re- 
movꝰ'd one of the Dreſſers of it. 

O let this Providence awaken you to 
Repentance, for your little Proficiency 
under the Means of Grace; and ſet 
your ſelves to mortify thoſe Luſts and 
Corruptions, which have been the Hin- 
drances of your profiting ; ' and have 
made your hearts like the High-way, or 
the Rock, or the Thorny Ground under | 
the ſeed of the Word. It is ſaid, that 
when David lamented Saul and Jon at han, 

25am.1.18 he took care to teach the Children of Judah 
the uſe of the Bow. Which may be un- 
derſtood of the Military Bow z Thoſe 
great Men being ſlain by the Archers of 
xSam.31.z the Philiſtines, he endeavour'd to make 

the Men of Judah more expert Archers, | 
that they might revenge the Death of | 
their Princes upon the Philiſtines. Let | 
us PUTS {ſuch a Holy Revenge this!“ 
Day, and reſolve by the Grace of God || ; 
to. be the Death of our Sins Anding 
Yo . «."- Them 
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them to be the Death-of our Friends, 
particularly of our Miniſters. 

3. Now you mult ſee his Face no 
more, Recolle& what you have heard 
from him, and ſeen in him for your 
Edification, Now this faithful wit- 
neſs has finiſhed his Teſtimony, will you 
ſet your ſelves to ſum up the Evidence, 
and do it faithfully. Review what you 
have ſeen, and give what you have 
heard a re-he aringʒ to better purpoſe than 
before. Call to mind the Subjects he 
has Preach'd open among you, the good 
Truths he has Taught you, and treaſure 
them up, that they may be ready to you 
upon all occaſions. The People that at- 
tended the Miniſtry of John Bart iſt, after 
he was dead, remembred what they had 
heard from him; and improv'd it for 
the Aſſiſtance of their Faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt; All that John ſaid of this Man 
was true. 7.778 5 : 41. 

Remember, | heſeech you, what Rev. 3.3. 
you have Received and Heard, and 
hold fat, continuing in the things 
which you have Learn'd. His laſt Ser- 
mon particularly, I hope you will never 
torget; when in the midit of his illneſs, 

God granted him ſuch a Reviving, (which 
prov'd a Lightning, as you call it, be- 


Joh, 10. 


fore Death) that he thought himſelf 
able to Preach; his Love to his Work, 
and to your Souls brought him hithe 


b; 
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if it were to his own Prejudice (as per- 
haps it was) let it be ſo much the more 

to your Profit; Live that Life, which 
he then Taught you, get to be Experi- 
mentally Acquainted with that great 
Myſtery of Godlineſs, which he then 
endeavour to lead you inte, from Rom. 
1.17. The juſt ſhall live by Faith. Live by 
Faith now, and you ſhall live by Sight 
for ever. Look back upon the Years of 
his Miniſtry with you, and the Words 

you heard from him which quickr'd you, 

Pſa. 119. never forget them. Now he muſt break 

93s the Bread of Life to you no more; Ga- 

ther up the Fragments which remain, that no- 
thing may be loft. | 

4- Now you muſt ſee his Face no 
more in this World, ſeriouſly coniſder, 
how you will look him in the Face in the 
Great Day. Believe it, Sirs, that Day 
will come, and we ſhall as ſure ſee it 
as we ſee this; It concerns us to enquire, 
whether we ſhall ſee it to our Comfort, 
or to our Confuſion ; whether it will 
be to us a Day of Trembling, or a Day 
of Triumph. Tis certain, when our 
Lord Jeſus ſhall come in the Glory of 
his Father, he will be attended by the 

Jude 14. gen thouſands of his Saints, Enoch foreſaw 

893 and foretold it: Among thoſe Holy 
Kt Myriads, no doubt we ſhall meet our 

faithful Miniſters; And if we ſhall 

know any of our Relations in this Day, | v1 
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| awaken them; We gave them Warning, 


Embaſſadors for Chriſt , Miniftring the 
Goſpel of the Grace of God. Nay, they Heb. 12. 
will then be to give account of the Souls 17. 
committed to them, and of the Succeſs 

of their Negotiation; The Servant, that 

was ſent to invite to the Marriage, came Luk. 14. 
and ſhewed his Lord all the Slights that“ 


were put upon him; and by the Word 
which you now hear, you will then be 
judgd, according as our Teſtimony is, or is: Thef 4 
not believꝰd. 8 
Think then, with what Shame and 
Confuſion, theſe will ſee the Faces of 
their Miniſters in that Day; who liv'd 
and dy'd in an unſanctified, unregenerate 
State, whom Chriſt by his Miniſters, long 
and oft invited to Light and Life, but 
they refus'd, and per ſiſted in their Refu- 
ſal, loving Death and Darkneſs rather, 
and ſo will their Doom be. Their Mi- 
niſters then will be call'd, to appear as 
Evidence ag: inſt them, and amazing to 
the condemned Sinners will ſuch a Teſti- 
mony as this be. Lord, we calld them, 
but they refus d; we ſtretched out our Hands, Pr. 1. 24. 
but no Man regarded. We laid before 
them the Terrors of the Lord, ſhew'd 
them his Wrath reveal'd from Hetven, 
againſt their Ungodlineſs and Unrighte- 
duſneſs, but it prevail'd not toftartte and 
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told them many a Ti ime, | what would be 
in the End of their evil Way, but they 
would not take the Warning; We have 
deliver'd our omi Souls, but we could not 


deliver theirs: We invited them to Chriſt, . 


and to the Miarriare Supper of the Lamb; 
We told them often of the Glories of 
Redeeming Love, the Riches of Goſpel- 


Grace, the Conſolations of the New Co- 


venant, the Pleaſures of ſerious Godli- 
neſs, and the Joys at God's right Hand 
for evermore; bac we could not win up- 


on them, to give up themſelves unto the 


Mat. 11. 
17. 


Lord. We have piped unto them, but they 


have not danced; we have mourned unto them, 
but they have os lamented, How will this 


aggravate the Miſery of thoſe that periſh, 


and bring Oylto — Flames! 
But I hope better things of you, my Bre · 


Heb. 6.9. thren, and thinos that accompany Salvation, 


1 Theſ. 2. 
19. 


the? I thus ſpeak ;, the Labour of your Mi- 
niſters among you, I truſt, has not been 
in vain, and ſhall not beſo; The Apo- 
{tle expreiieth with a holy Triumph, the 
Proſped he had of meeting his Friends 
with Comfort in that Day; For what is our 
H es or Joy, or Crown of Rejoycing, which 


we hive our Eye much upon in our pre- 


ſent Services and Sufferings, aſe nat even 


ye, not ſo much now in this imperfe& 


State; but in the Preſence of our Lord Jeſus 
Cariſt at his Coming? O let us live ſo, as 
that our Miniſters'm iy thus give up the ir 
Arcauit of us with 97 for that will be 


p7 | ns 


comfort our ſelves and one another, with the 
Hopes and Expectations of it. | | 

Laſtly, Now you muſt fee his Face no 
more, Look more by Faith upon the Glo- 
ry of GOD in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt. 
All Fleſh, you ſee, i as Graſs, and all the 
G'ory of Man; the greateſt Eminency of 
Gifts and Uſefulneſs, is as. the Flower of 
Graſ-, ſully'd, wither'd, and laid in the 
Duſt, but the Glory of the Lord in the Word 
endures fer ever, and is liable to no Decay. 

Our deceaſed Brother, when near his 
Death, he heard one that ſtood by ſay 
Alas! What ſhall we do if he be taken 
from us, an{wer'd, © Be not concern'd 
at that, The LORD liveth. Truſt there- 
fore, in the Living GOD, and in him ſe- 
cure to your ſelves living Comforts. Vou 
change your Miniſters, but you do not 


1 Pet. i. 
24, 26. 


1 


not change your Maſter; The Law made Hb. 2.23 


them Prieſts that had Infirmitꝭ), ho there - 24, 28. 
tore could not continue hy reaſon of Death, 
and the Goſpel doth the ſame; but the 


Lord jeſus has an Unchangeable Prieſthood, © 58. 1 


for he is conſecrated for evermore The 
Blefled Spirit is given, to abide: with” as 
{or ewer, and in him our Lord is, and 
will be with his Church always," den un 
the End of the World. ; When you have 

11 another 
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another Miniſter 3 you ſhall not bares 8 
ther, Goſpel, nor ancther Saviour, but 
only in another 

arthen Veſſel. Let not your Religion 
then dye with your Miniſter; nor your 
Faith, and Love, and Holy Zeal be bu- 


ried in his Grave; for you are buitedt up- 
on the Apoſtles and Prophets theniſelves, but 


upon their Found ation, Jeſus Chriſt. himſelf, 


2-20 the Everlaſting Foundation, and che N 


+ 


Corner one. 

Keep your Rye, drehen upon the 
Lord jeſus, and ſet your Hearts on him, 
rejoyce in him always, and relye upon 


dim, and that Joy ſhall never be turn'd 


into Sorrow, nor will that Hope 


ri 1 the ſ⸗ 
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ever 
make you aſham'd. Our Can fon are 
foon extinguiſh'd, and at the longeſt burn 


out of themſelves, but the Sun of Righs 
teouineſs ſhines perpe 
22 in the Light of the Lord. Ciſterys are 


tually; Walk, theres 

dried up, but the Fountain of Life is ever 
ful} — flowing. Jou ſee the End of 
* your: Miniſter's General but een 
Yeſterday, 


Peace there ſhall be“ no- Ends To Him, 
dog {commend ou you all; and: to the Nin d or 
his Grace ; as plette Paul did His murn- 
— riends re, peru. * well, that 
that Grace is able r build you. "Ps and to 
You fn Ta * all them bem vb 
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